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Context

• 82.3 percent of children of 1-14 years experienced 

psychological aggression or physical punishment during the 

last one month in Bangladesh. (Multiple Indicator Cluster 

Survey, 2015).

• Ministry of Education issued a circular on April, 2010 

banning corporal punishment in all educational settings.

• Guidelines were sent to all educational institutions on 

April, 2011.

• Despite the circular, corporal punishment is widely 

practiced in schools (lack of reliable data, but media 

reports extreme cases).



Strategic priorities

Following are the strategic priorities (2016-2018) of Child 

Protection program of Save the Children:

• Appropriate care

• Protection of children from violence (this focuses on 

Physical and Humiliating Punishment and sexual violence)

• Protection of children from harmful work

• Strengthen child protection system



Interventions to address violence in schools

(2011-2015)

• Legal work (in partnership with Bangladesh Legal Aid 

Services Trust or BLAST).

• School-based interventions and strengthen families and 

communities (in partnership with Breaking and Silence or 

BTS).

• Project covers Dhaka (1 ward), Shatkhira (1 union, 1 ward 

of 1 municipality), Moulovibazar (2 community under 1 

union).



Legal work

• Monitored Physical and Humiliating Punishment in educational 

settings; legal actions have been taken.

• Continued to collaborate with Bangladesh National Human 

Rights Commission (BNHRC) to strengthen monitoring and 

response mechanism to address Physical and Humiliating 

Punishment.

• Feedback has been given on the Draft Education Act 2016, 

especially on issues related to prohibiting punishment.



School-based interventions

Project covered 18 high schools, 2 madrasas

• Capacity development of children to protect themselves from 

abuse  using ‘window method’.

• Complaint and Response Mechanism.

• Formation of School Teachers’ Groups.

• Capacity building of school teachers on Positive Discipline and 

non-violent school management. 

• Advocacy on inclusion of protection education in school 

curriculum.

• Formation and capacity development of children’s groups in 

schools.



School-based interventions

Events /Activity # Events Participants

Boy Girl Male Female Total

Training of school 

teachers

2 - - 16 9 25

Coordination meeting 

with SMC and teachers

31 - - 356 227 583

Sessions conducted by 

school teacher for 

students

223 2,570 3,063 - - 5,633

BTS organized sessions 

for students

66 710 1,682 - - 2,392

Complaint Box 17 

schools

- - - - 357 

complaints 

received



Training manual for teachers on child 

protection



Community based interventions

• Group based actions

• Complaint and Response Mechanism

• Child club based Interventions

• Linkage with service providers

• Cultural events for community awareness



Group based actions

Children and adult groups

• Regular meetings (knowledge and skill development, information 

sharing and deciding on actions).

• Community observation and taking required actions.

• Reporting the risks and incidents of child rights violation.

• Awareness raising in family and community.

• Protecting children and ensuring peer support.

• Coordination with other groups.

Community Based Child Protection Committee (CBCPC)

• Receive complaints from the community and take actions.

• Maintain liaison with government and other service providers.

• Maintain linkage between the community and service providers.



Complaint and Response Mechanism

Receive complaints through

• Regular meetings

• Over phone

• Opinion box

• Community visit

Response with

• Direct support of BTS

• Direct support of CBCPC

• Referral to service providers (government and non-

government)



Child Clubs

• Child Clubs give children a space for recreation, sports, 

forming friendships, and learning about child protection 

issues.

• Child club based complaint box.



Linkage with service providers

• A map of service provider in each community has been 

developed. (e.g. legal, counseling, health).

• Relationship building between service providers and 

CBCPCs.

• Referral by BTS and CBCPCs to service providers.



Cultural events for community awareness

• Stage drama by cultural groups of BTS.

• Utilization of popular cultural tools like Kawali, Jarigan to 

disseminate messages on child protection.



Community-based interventions

Events /Activity # Events Participants

Boy Girl Male Female Total

Meetings and workshops with 

locally elected representatives

21 - - 326 103 429

Orientation for religious leaders 3 - - 74 74

Theater for Development 24 2,982 1,229 3,211

Orientation session and follow 

up for community & parents of 

school students 

145 - - 1497 4394 5,891

Capacity building event 

(training, orientation and 

follow-up) for the children 

903 3,635 7,809 - - 11,444

Capacity building event 

(training, orientation, meeting, 

workshop and follow-up)  for 

the adults 

694 - - 2,766 1,976 4,742



Animation film on preventing child sexual abuse

The film is used to create awareness in the community.

http://resourcecentre.savethechildren.se/library/ani

mation-say-no-sexual-violence-against-children

http://resourcecentre.savethechildren.se/library/animation-say-no-sexual-violence-against-children


Raising public awareness through media work 

(op-eds in newspaper)

• http://www.thedailystar.net/op-ed/make-corporal-punishment-

children-socially-unacceptable-191596

• http://www.thedailystar.net/op-ed/effective-parenting-has-be-

learnt-194620

• http://www.thedailystar.net/op-ed/involve-fathers-childcare-

202744

• http://www.thedailystar.net/op-ed/who-will-protect-children-

cyberspace-510229

http://www.thedailystar.net/op-ed/make-corporal-punishment-children-socially-unacceptable-191596
http://www.thedailystar.net/op-ed/effective-parenting-has-be-learnt-194620
http://www.thedailystar.net/op-ed/involve-fathers-childcare-202744
http://www.thedailystar.net/op-ed/who-will-protect-children-cyberspace-510229


Positive Discipline in Everyday Parenting

• Save the Children is developing a pool of Country 

Trainers on Positive Discipline in Everyday Parenting 

(PDEP) in partnership with University of Manitoba.

• PDEP gives parents the tools to resolve conflicts with 

children in a non-violent way.

• PDEP will be rolled out in the communities.





Achievements

• There is an increased awareness among parents, teachers, 

community members on violence against children.

• They are reporting violence cases and taking actions.

• Community ownership has been developed on protecting 

children from violence, abuse, exploitation, and neglect.

• Children are empowered to protect themselves from 

violence and support their peers.

• Inclusion on child protection in school curriculum is a 

significant achievement.



Building a protective environment

• School and community-based interventions support each other. 

Some groups are covered by both while some by one type of 

intervention.

• Children’s groups in the communities consist of students and 

out of school children. 

• They are dissemination information to other children and 

community people on preventing violence against children.

• Children who are students are taking the issues to schools, 

discussing with their peers etc. 

• Children who are reached through school-based interventions 

only are bringing the messages to homes and communities.



Building a protective environment

• The members of adult groups are respected persons from 

the community (e.g. school teachers, SMC members, 

religious leaders, NGO workers). 

• They are working to address violence at community level 

in general. But the school teachers and SMC members are 

taking the issues to the schools. 

• Teachers who are reached through school based initiatives 

are bringing the learning to their homes and communities.  



Lessons learnt

• It is possible for parents, teachers and community members to 

change attitudes regarding violence against children, but it takes 

long years of engagement.

• It is important to keep on working with the schools, families, 

communities simultaneously.

• Capacity development of children is critical to protect 

themselves from violence. 

• Influencing the system is important in order to bring long-lasting 

changes. (e.g. inclusion of child protection in national 

curriculum).



Long-term plans

• Disseminate messages on Positive Discipline in Everyday Parenting 

widely (e.g. utilize health care workers, creative use of technology).

• Training of the teachers on child protection curriculum and Positive 

Discipline in Everyday Teaching.

• Continue advocacy to include child protection in other grades of 

school curriculum.

• Include Physical and Humiliating Punishment in the regular 

monitoring checklist for schools.

• Advocacy to ban Physical and Humiliating Punishment in all settings.

• Campaign to make violence against children socially 

unacceptable.



Thank you!


